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ning to appear will make a complete library on the respective subjects. 
Their recommendations may not find favor at once but their reports 
will be an open way through the mazes of these subjects. The same 
may be said of all of the legislative inquiries enumerated. Legisla- 
tures may reject them wholly or in part but if they have truly inter- 
preted the principles as they should, they will find favor in popular dis- 
cussion and eventually in law. 

John A. Lapp. 

Libraries. The field of library legislation broadens perceptibly 
each year. State libraries, county libraries, municipal libraries, travel- 
ing libraries, legislative reference libraries, libraries to preserve archives, 
libraries for penal institutions, state library commissions and state certifi- 
cation of librarians were some of the library questions which received 
consideration in the state assemblies of 1909. 

The most important item of library legislation of the year is the 
California county library act. California is the first state wise enough 
to adopt for the whole state the system of county libraries which, in 
the last ten years, a few counties in a few states — Ohio, Maryland, 
Oregon and California itself — have established . Without doing away with 
the traveling library system although in many communities supplanting 
or supplementing it, the system of county libraries, it is claimed, is 
more elastic, less expensive and comes into a closer relation with its 
patrons. The law provides that county libraries may be established 
either by the board of county supervisors or that the board may call 
an election on the subject and if a majority vote for a county library, 
adopt an ordinance for its establishment. Provision is made for towns 
to have their choice in the question of joining the county library 
system and further provision for the town, which after deciding against 
sharing the benefits of the system, wished to reverse its decision, and 
it is made possible for a county library to be discontinued in a county 
so deciding at an election held to consider the question. County libraries 
are to be under supervision of a committee of three chosen from the 
county board of supervisors and are to be administered by county libra- 
rians with the condition of their certification by the state librarian or 
the librarian of either the University of California or Leland Stanford 
Jr. University, provisions being made for a possible future state certifi- 
cation of librarians. Cooperation with other public libraries of the 
county, including the county law libraries, is a feature of the act. 
The state librarian is made the head of the county library system. 
The fund for the county libraries is managed just as any other county 
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fund raised for a special purpose. If the tax levy for the year is already 
made, the supervisors for the purpose of assuring library privileges to 
county residents may set aside a fund as a county library fund, to be 
paid to the public library in the county seat, in return for which said 
library assumes the functions of a county library. 

Library interests in Ohio were unsuccessful in their efforts to promote 
the passage of a bill providing for library examinations and certificates, 
the latter of two grades, permanent, in which case five years actual 
experience is necessary; and temporary, for a specified number of years. 
In the bill the expression "library schools of acknowledged merit" sug- 
gests the lack of standardization for library schools. The bill will be 
re-introduced at the next session. On the other hand, Illinois, after 
a struggle of years, was sucessful in securing a library extension com- 
mission as a department of the state library, a cause of rejoicing to 
educators, club women and librarians all over the state. Library com- 
missions were also established in North Carolina, Tennessee and Texas. 

The Texas commission includes legislative reference work. Montana 
and Pennsylvania added legislative reference departments to their state 
libraries. The Pennsylvania law providing for legislative reference is 
a very comprehensive one. The director of the new department is ap- 
pointed by the governor by and with the consent of the senate, a new 
method of appointment in the legislative reference field and one which 
hints of possible political connections. Section 6, however, emphasizes 
the non-partisan and confidential nature of the work. The director is 
given the custody of the law library in addition to his clearly defined 
duties as legislative reference librarian which include drafting of bills, 
and receives a salary of $3500 a year, with an assistant learned in the 
law, at a salary of $2400. 

Utah has a novel combination, a state library-gymnasium commission, 
to promote and maintain free libraries and gymnasiums. The New 
Jersey law of 1906, requiring the library commission to furnish travel- 
ing libraries to the several penal and correctional institutions of 
the state, was made more effective by an appropriation of $5000, a 
decided increase over the appropriation of $500 of the previous year. A 
notable feature of the new Washington act for the establishment and 
maintenance of public and free libraries and museums is that it removes 
public libraries from the jurisdiction of municipal civil service, provid- 
ing instead for each board of trustees to appoint the chief librarian and 
to adopt a system of competition and examination under which all 
other appointments are made. 



